SUMMARY – NZ IMPORT HEALTH STANDARD FOR
WOOD PACKAGING
The standard for wood packaging material came into effect on 1 May 2006. The enforcement of the standard will be phased in over two months.
Between 1 May and 30 June 2006:

· Consignments will be risk profiled and a subset of these will be selected for inspection.

· Wood packaging found to have pests will be treated, destroyed or reshipped.

· Wood packaging that is non-compliant will be tagged with an advisory notice to the importer.

From 1 July 2006:

· Wood packaging must comply with the import requirements.

· Consignments will be inspected.

· Any non-compliant wood will be treated, reshipped or destroyed.

· A notice and invoice for costs will be sent to the importer for any non-compliant wood packaging.
All importers must ensure that wood packaging is compliant with the New Zealand standard. To do this, importers must ensure that wood packaging is:

· Free from pests

· Free of extraneous material (e.g. leaves, soil)

· Free of all bark

· Treated (with rates specified in appendix 1 and 3 of the import health standard) using the following methods:

· Heat treatment

· Fumigated with methyl bromide

· Fumigated with phosphine

· Chemical preservation using:

· Boron compounds

· Copper and didecyldimethyl ammonium chloride

· Copper azole

· Copper chrome arsenic

· Propiconaole and Tebuconazole

· Wood packaging treated to the International “ISPM 15” standard should be marked with the following:


XX = Two letter code for country in which wood packaging was produced.
000 = Official certification number for facility that produced the wood packaging.

YY = Treatment that the wood packaging has been given.

This mark can only be given to wood packaging by an approved provider from the country of origin.

· Wood packaging that is not marked with the above stamp must be accompanied by a phytosanitary certificate with the treatment detailed in the treatment section or NIPPO endorsed treatment certificate. These certificates must be the original. 

Wood packaging material includes items such as dunnage, crates, fillets, spacers, pallets, drums and reels. Wood packaging made wholly of manufactured wood such as plywood, particleboard, oriented strand board, fibre board, veneer and chip board (are regulated according to the Import Health Standard Wooden Panels from All countries) and are exempt from the above.

Note: however, often these type of cases have internal structures or skids of “other” wood.
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